We are familiar with the statement that history repeats itself, and perhaps in few branches of science is this adage so well illustrated as it is in the past and present of snake poisoning. One vaunted cure after another has come before the profession and the public only to spend its short day and then bubble-like to burst, leaving no trace behind it on the world of science.
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Two cases were brought up before our Association some months ago, and the suggestion was then thrown out that if only we could carry out some experiments on animals much .might be done to clear up our doubts and to place the matter on a more satisfactory basis. With an excellent zoological laboratory and trained assistants at my disposal, the oppor tunity to do something was too tempting to be resisted, and the work that I put before you to-day has been the outcome of the suggestion I referred to.
The object that I had before me was to ascertain the value of strychnine as an antidote for snake-poisoning, and two courses seemed to me to be open to the worker in this field.
The first was t^> experiment on the lower animals. The second was to experiment on man.
To the latter procedure we may apply the more euphemistic term clinical observation. It must be remembered, however, that the grounds on which our action is based, are theoretical so far as Indian snakes are concerned, that strychnine is a dangerous drug, and that it is often very difficult to determine whether any case is one of thanatophidial bite or not.
Bearing such important considerations in min i we cannot, I think, refuse to accept the term experiment, for the strych- If I am wrong in this conclusion what, may I ask, becomes of our belief in the doctrine of evolution, for if we admit that man and the lower animals have had a common source, and that many of these in the list before you possess the closest affinities with ourselves, surely, gentlemen, it is no presumption to believe that influences which affect these animals one and all in the same manner, will affect us similarly under similar circumstances. These drops were first allowed to dry. I will read you Dr. Jones' report.
My Dear Elliot,
The Presidency College.
The following are the masses of the substances submitted :?
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The differences in the masses of the drops may be ascribed to (1) Unsteadiness of the support.
(2) Unsteadiness in the rate of flow of the liquid out of the gland.
(3) Alteration in the surface-tension of the liquid, assuming that the gland was held in the same position, and the liquid wsis that of the same density throughout.
After keeping two of the substances in dessicators for two days, I found very little alteration on weighing again. Hospital Assistant Misra's 3 cases recorded in I. M. Record, 12th October 1S94, are of no value. The snakes were not caught, the notes are scanty and the symptoms doubtful.
A few cases remain in which the history of the case suggest thanatophidial origin.
Case 23 reads like a slight case of snake-bite. The fact that seven hours elapsed before it came under treatment is suggestive of the idea that the dose was not a severe one. In the recurrence of the symptom on the third and fourth day, it would seem that a neurotic element played apart.
Case 25 was also probably a slight one of snake-poisoning.. Richards lays great stress upon this point in the diagnosis of a poisoned bite from a non-poisonous one, and also upon the removal of all this " currant jelly" tissue in the treatment of the former, yet, as well as I remember, this is a point that is seldom touched upon in either a cured 01* fatal case. It ought certainly to be widely known.
As a matter of personal faith, I believe, that the deaths from snake-bite are very much exaggerated, and that the figures put down under this head include many murders of sorts.
I have lived in India and Burma for over twenty-three years, and during that time have served all over the country from Palamcottah in the South, to Nowgong, Central Provinces, in the North, and from Mangalore in the West to Toungoo, Burma, in the East, and in that time have seen only four cases of snake-bite, not one of which was fatal. Two of them were brought in in an apparently unconscious state ; but when I found that this had come on immediately they had been bitten, I did not put it down to snake-poison. They recovered without strychnine. You may say that cobra bite is so rapidly fatal, there is seldom time to bring the patient to the medical officer for treatment. Granted ; but it seems to me that if deaths from snake bite were as common as they are s^id to be, I ought to have seen a corpse in my varied and fairly long service.
I noticed that Dr. Elliot spoke of injecting into the abdomen in preference to the thigh. We know he means the subcutaneous tissues of these parts, but it might be as well to say so.
Surgeon-Lieut.-Uolonel Browne said :?
Having had the privilege of witnessing the experiments on monkeys made by Surgeon-Lieutenant Elliot, I would like to state that I fully agree in the main with the conclusions that he has drawn from the experiments. To my mind they are quite conclusive as to the utter uselessness of strychnine as an antidote to cobra-poisoning in animals. There could be no doubt whatever that instead of in any way alleviating the symptoms or delaying the approach of death, strychnine made the animal suffer a great deal more than it otherwise would, if the cobra-poison had been allowed to act per se, and further strychnine undoubtedly hastened the onset of death.
In no way could strychnine be said to show any power as an antidote and no matter how the experiments were devised, the result was always the same ; namely, a painful and more speedy death when strychnine was used than when it was not. Dr. Elliot I also had the privilege of witnessing some of the experiments carried out by Surgeon-Lieutenant Elliot., and desire to add my testimony to the great care with which the experiments were conducted. I fully agree with the conclusions drawn from them that strychnine is not an antidote to cobrapoison.
